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Whether you are upgrading from an earlier revision of Interact or simply making a back 

up of a current Interact project on a CF card, the following steps will help you get the 

contents off of your CF card and onto your computer.

 

Things you will need prior to getting started:

1. Compact Flash Card Reader

2. Interact Software installed on a Windows XP Computer

3. Compact Flash Card from the HMI 

Part A: Verify you have a project on your compact flash 

1. Using your compact flash card reader, open the contents of your CF card using Windows 

Explorer. 

2. In the root directory (Figure 1
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Figure 1), you should see Interact and Startup folders.
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3. Double click and open the 

folder is not empty, this means that you have a user defined interface or a user program 

module.  These contents will be used in a later step.

4. Double click and open the 

5. Right click on the appfiles

Now that you have a copy of your application on your computer’s clipboard, proceed 

to Part B. 
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Double click and open the Startup folder.  Is it empty?  If so, proceed to step 4. If the 

folder is not empty, this means that you have a user defined interface or a user program 

module.  These contents will be used in a later step. 

Double click and open the Interact folder. 

appfiles folder and select copy (Figure 2).

Figure 2 

Now that you have a copy of your application on your computer’s clipboard, proceed 
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Part B: Create a new Interact Project 

1. Launch MachineShop Toolbar

2. Create a New Interact Project

3. Give the project a name.  This is typically the name of the application.  Make sure 

Interact MMI is checked and click 
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: Create a new Interact Project  

Launch MachineShop Toolbar 

Create a New Interact Project (Figure 3)

Figure 3 

Give the project a name.  This is typically the name of the application.  Make sure 

is checked and click OK. (Figure 4)

Figure 4 
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Give the project a name.  This is typically the name of the application.  Make sure 
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4. Give the Application the name 

Finish.   (the test folder is a placeholder an
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Give the Application the name test. Leave the resolution set as the default and click 

folder is a placeholder and will be deleted later).  (Figure 5)

Figure 5 
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5. Click OK to close out of the 

6. Verify that the top right portion of your MachineShop toolbar has 

Machine1  (or your project name). 
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to close out of the New Project Information screen (Figure 6). 

Figure 6 

Verify that the top right portion of your MachineShop toolbar has Current Project: 

(or your project name). (Figure 7) 

Figure 7 
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Current Project: 
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Part C:  Copy the appfiles folder 

1. Open Windows Explorer

2. Go to the following location

3. Right click in the white space in the Windows Explorer box and 

the correct location, you will see the following prompt

4. Click Yes to All.   
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folder into new project. 

Open Windows Explorer 

Go to the following location… C:\MachShop\Projects\Interact\Machine1   

Right click in the white space in the Windows Explorer box and select paste.

the correct location, you will see the following prompt (Figure 8):  

Figure 8 
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paste. If you are in 
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5. Double click to open the Appfiles folder.  You should see something similar to what is 

shown in Figure 9 below.  

6. Just as more verification, double click

there is “stuff” inside.  Usually, you will see a bunch of files, ending with extensions such 

as .ptm, .gmm, .net, .atm

folder.   
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Double click to open the Appfiles folder.  You should see something similar to what is 

below.  

Figure 9 

Just as more verification, double click and open your application folders.  Make sure 

there is “stuff” inside.  Usually, you will see a bunch of files, ending with extensions such 

.ptm, .gmm, .net, .atm, etc.  You should also see an interact.app file and a LOG 
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there is “stuff” inside.  Usually, you will see a bunch of files, ending with extensions such 

, etc.  You should also see an interact.app file and a LOG 
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Part D: Verify successful copy of project using Interact

1. On the MachineShop Toolbar, select 

2. Once the Interact Application Manager loads, you should see an 

3. Scroll through the Application Browser, verify

and communications drivers which talk to your PLC

4. Once satisfied with what you see on your screen, you can now either save your project 

so that you have a working back up, and/or download the contents to a n

flash card. 

DOWNLOADING PROJECT TO A COMPACT FLASH CARD

1. Launch MachineShop Toolbar and open an existing project.

2. Select Transfer and then 

3. Select Download to Runtime 

4. If this is your first time downloading a project on this computer, you will need to select 

Define a New Connection.

5. Give the connection a name and make it type 

Ethernet, select appropriate type.

6. Follow on screen prompts to finish defining your type and you will get back to step 2 of 

3.  Proceed to step 3. 

7. Be sure you have Complete Project

8. Click Finish. 

9. The project will now download to the compact flash card.
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: Verify successful copy of project using Interact 

On the MachineShop Toolbar, select Tools and then Interact 

Once the Interact Application Manager loads, you should see an Application Browser.

Scroll through the Application Browser, verifying that you have panels that look familiar 

and communications drivers which talk to your PLC (Figure 10).   

 

Figure 10 

Once satisfied with what you see on your screen, you can now either save your project 

so that you have a working back up, and/or download the contents to a new compact 

PROJECT TO A COMPACT FLASH CARD 

Launch MachineShop Toolbar and open an existing project. 

and then Transfer Wizard. 

Download to Runtime and click Next. 

If this is your first time downloading a project on this computer, you will need to select 

Define a New Connection. 

Give the connection a name and make it type Disk (if transferring serially or over 

Ethernet, select appropriate type. 

prompts to finish defining your type and you will get back to step 2 of 

Complete Project checked and All Files selected. 

The project will now download to the compact flash card. 
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